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“It is only by stressing the human 
personalities of the past that History  
can be made to live for the student.” 

- James T. Covert
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James Covert, 1958
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Thanks to a generous gift from the Covert family, the Clark Library  
dedicates the Dr. James T. Covert Gallery as a place for campus art and 
history to come together, celebrating a man who made a deep and lasting 
impression on the University of Portland campus.  
 
Dr. James T. Covert was a Pilot, that is a UP product and pillar of the  
University for fifty years. As a student, he was the History Club President his 
senior year. Two years later he was on the History faculty. His mission and 
field of service were already clear, to seamlessly combine the identities of 
scholar and campus advocate. Before college, Dr. Covert married Sally, 
and she and their children became part of the University right alongside 
the newly appointed professor of history (a family commitment with Mrs. 
Covert and five of the six children later taking degrees at UP!). 
 
A popular professor of European History, Dr. Covert produced two books 
on Victorian England and founded the Oregon Sherlock Holmes society. 
He also authored A Point of Pride, the definitive history of the University of 
Portland; and then decorated the campus with illustrations of that history as 
the principal impresario for the Captain William Clark Monument and the 
Broken Wall Memorial. He began collecting materials of University history 
in 1976, creating the University Museum in 1984. 
 
Dr. Covert was an integral part of campus life. A model of service to the 
University, he was three-time chair of the History Department, receiving the 
1967 James Culligan Award, the University’s highest faculty honor, and the 
1986 Outstanding Teacher Award. And for a quarter century, serving on 
the Steering Committee of the West Coast Athletic Conference and later 
our representative to the NCAA, he knew and promoted student life in and 
outside the classroom.  
 
Jim Covert, UP alumni and professor, as well as a spouse, a parent, and a 
research scholar, was, in his person, the best product and living goal of the 
University of Portland mission.

Rev. Jeffrey A. Schneibel, C.S.C.
University Archivist
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Dr. Covert holding his son Marc while wife Sally takes photo, 1961

“He left a permanent mark on the University and on the 
lives of thousands of students.  I worked with him during 
his last years at the University, and he gave fully of himself 
right up to retirement, living his vocation as a teacher  
and mentor.”

- Fr. Art Wheeler, C.S.C
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Dr. Covert carrying one of his hand carved
maces for Summer Commencement, 1978 

“Education should pull out 
of students their God-given 
talents and potentials.”

Dr. Covert’s hand carved mace currently 
used in Commencement exercises.  

 - James T. Covert, September 1995
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Dr. Covert with students, 1985

“Dr. Covert’s lectures were great in 
general. They’re like a good homily, 
tying all sorts of unrelated facts 
together, then applying them directly to 
our lives.”

- Student Evaluation, 1985
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“Although he has been teaching this course 
for so many years, he still treats the subject 
matter with the insight, spontaneity, humor, 
and newness as if he were discovering it and 
discussing it for the first time.”

Dr. Covert teaching, 1976

- Student Evaluation, 1985
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“The man is Dr. James Covert, professor of 
history by title, but much, much more than that 

he is a promoter, a cajoler, a teacher and a friend; 
someone who thought enough of UP to write a book 
on its history.”

 - Pete Lesage, Consulting Beacon Editor 
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